
What’s New 2011 

Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines 



• Felony convictions for failing to register with, or providing false information to, 
the Sex Offender and Crimes Against Minors Registry are covered by 
guidelines for any defendant sentenced on or after July 1, 2011. 

 

 

• The Miscellaneous worksheet has been split into two groups:  Person & 
Property and Other.  This split will not modify the sentencing guidelines 
recommendation for any offender.  

 

 

• A new rule requires that when there are multiple mandatory minimums in a 
sentencing event, the preparer must assume that the sentences run 
consecutive to one another when entering the guidelines recommendation. 

 

 

• A legislative change to § 17.1-805 removes possession of a firearm on school 
property, a violation of § 18.2-308.1(B), and a third or subsequent 
misdemeanor conviction under this statute from the list of Category I/II 
(violent) offenses. 

 

Effective July 1, 2011 

4 Main Changes to Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines 



Felony convictions for failing to register with, or 
providing false information to, the Sex Offender and 
Crimes Against Minors Registry are covered by 
guidelines for any defendant sentenced on or after 
July 1, 2011. 



Three New Guidelines Offenses 

 

  
 Users will find the following offenses on the Miscellaneous/Other 

worksheet beginning with offenders sentenced on or after                
July 1, 2011.* 

 
1. Violent sex offender who fails to register or provides false information to the 

Sex Offender & Crimes Against Minors Registry 
― § 18.2-472.1(B) 
― SOR-3657-F6 

 
2. Violent sex offender who fails to register or provides false information to the 

Sex Offender & Crimes Against Minors Registry - 2nd or Subsequent Offense  
― § 18.2-472.1(B)  
― SOR-3660-F5 

 

3. Other offender or sex offender who fails to register or provides false 
information to the Sex Offender & Crimes Against Minors Registry                   
– 2nd or Subsequent Offense 
― § 18.2-472.1(A)  
― SOR-3659-F6 

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2011 and After 

       * The next topic introduces the revised Miscellaneous worksheet. 
       



 Insert Worksheets 

Miscellaneous/Other  
sentencing guidelines for 
anyone sentenced on or after 
July 1, 2011 



The Miscellaneous worksheet has been split into two 
groups:  Person & Property and Other.  This split will 
not modify the sentencing guidelines recommendation 
for any offender.  



Miscellaneous Worksheet Split 

Person & Property 

 Child Abuse 

 Vandalism 

 Arson 

 Extortion/Threats 

 Failure to Appear 

 Perjury 

 Prisoner 

 Escape 

 Gang 

 Sex Offender     
Registry  

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2011 and After 
Offenses Have Been Split Into Two Groups 

The two new worksheets are located behind the Miscellaneous tab in the 
manual. The Miscellaneous/Person & Property worksheet is followed by a 
divider sheet and then the Miscellaneous/Other worksheet.  The 
recommendation table for Section C for both worksheets is located at the 
back of the section. 

Other                       



As of July 1, 2011, the 
Miscellaneous worksheet is split 
into two groups.  
 
The scores for the factors have 
not changed and the 
recommendation will be the 
same. 



The scores have not changed and  
the recommendation remains the same. 



A new rule requires that when there are multiple 
mandatory minimums in a sentencing event, the 
preparer must assume that the sentences run 
consecutive to one another when entering the 
guidelines recommendation. 



Mandatory Minimums  
New rule for multiple counts with mandatory minimums 

Beginning July 1, 2011,  
preparers must assume 
that all mandatory 
minimums in a sentencing 
event run consecutive to 
one another.   If any part of 
the sentencing guidelines 
range (i.e., low end, high 
end or midpoint) is below 
the sum of all the 
mandatory sentences in the 
event, that part of the 
range must be adjusted up 
to reflect the total 
mandatory time. 
 
(Please see example on the next slide). 



Mandatory Minimums  
Example of multiple counts with mandatory minimums 

And Listed Below are the Offenses in the Sentencing Event: 
• § 18.2-255: Sell less than 1 ounce marijuana to a minor  

• NAR-3063-F9  
• 2 Years Mandatory 

• § 18.2-308.2(A): Possession of firearm by nonviolent offender (within 10 years) 
• WPN-5297-F6  
• 2 Years Mandatory 

3          4 

2          1 4         0 

If the Sentencing Guidelines Recommendation Is: 

How would you adjust the guidelines recommendation to reflect the 
mandatory minimums in the sentencing event?  (Click enter for the answer) 

Assume the 
mandatory minimums 
run consecutive to 
one another:  
2 + 2 = 4 Years.   
 
Any part of the 
recommendation 
below 4 years needs 
to be adjusted up. 



Guidelines recommendations do not include days.  However, some mandatory minimums 
in an event do include mandatory days.  To accommodate this possibility, the Section C 
Recommendation now includes lines to enter number of days.   Only enter days for those 
rare occasions when the sum of all mandatory minimums in an event exceeds any part of 
the guidelines recommendation by days.   
  
For example, if the event includes: 
• Drive after license revoked for DWI, with 1 year mandatory (§ 46.2-391)  
• 3rd DWI with a child as a passenger with 6 months and 5 days mandatory (§ 18.2-266) 

  
Since the low end of the guidelines range is one year, the low end of the range must 
reflect the sum of all mandatory minimums: 1 year 6 months and 5 days.  
(Click enter to display the correct low end) 

1     1   1 

1          0 2         1 

X 

1        6      5 



A legislative change to § 17.1-805 removes 
possession of a firearm on school property, a violation 
of § 18.2-308.1(B), and a third or subsequent 
misdemeanor conviction under this same statute from 
the list of Category I/II (violent) offenses. 



As of July 1, 2011*, 
these two offenses will 
be removed from the 
list of Category I/II 
violent offenses. 
 
Until then, continue to 
classify all offenders 
with a prior conviction 
for either offense as 
Category II. 
 
* For anyone sentenced July 1, 2011 and after 



New Laws 

What’s New 2011 



New Laws 

 § 3.2-6503.1 -   Inadequate care of agricultural animals 

 § 19.2-48 -   Kidnapping for the purpose of:                                       
      prostitution or child pornography 

 § 18.2-57(E) -   Assault on health care worker 

 § 18.2-60.4 -   Protective orders 

 § 18.2-248.1:1  -   Synthetic marijuana (effective 3/23/2011)                                                                  

§ 18.2-255                                                                                              
§ 18.2-255.2 et al.  
 

 § 18.2-356 -   Procuring person for forced labor, to manufacture  
      porn, or to engage in prostitution 

 § 44-41.1 -   Failure to report to Virginia National Guard 

 § 54.1-534 -   Prohibited conduct by athlete agent 

  Selected Laws Effective July 1, 2011 * 

  * Please refer to the 2011 VCC Book for a list of all criminal offenses. 
    New laws are not covered by sentencing guidelines. 



Additional Information 



Information 

 Contact staff of the Commission by phone from 7:30AM to 
5:30PM (Monday – Friday)  804.225.4398 

 

 Contact Staff by Email.  Email addresses are posted on the 
Commission’s Website:  www.vcsc.virginia.gov. 

 

 Sentencing Guidelines worksheets are available on the 
Commission’s website: www.vcsc.virginia.gov 

 

 Manuals, VCC books and updates will be shipped in late June. 

 An order form for the 14th edition of Virginia’s Sentencing 
Guidelines is available on the Commission’s website. 

 

 Judges, Commonwealth’s Attorneys, Public Defenders and 
Probation Officers will automatically be shipped updates based on 
the number requested last year. 

http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/
http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/


2011 Seminars  
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